Shirley Jean Gordon

May 8, 1941 - October 25, 2024

Shirley Jean Gordon, 83, of Chattanooga, was allowed by God to fall asleep
on Friday, October 25, 2024, in a local hospital. She is now resting in Him
awaiting his return. God will raise her from mortal to immortal. What a
wonderful family reunion it will be! Until then, we will cherish the wonderful life
lessons, the memories, the love and care she consistently gave. On May
8,1941, Shirley Jean Yates was born to Mollie Mae and Garfield Floyd Yates.
She was one of ten children born to this union. In 1950 at 9 years old, Shirley
joined the 8th Street Seventh Day Adventist Church, now known as Orchard
Park Seventh Day Adventist Church, under the guidance of her mother Mollie
Mae Yates. Shirley attended the Chattanooga Public School System and
received her general education diploma from Howard High School. She also
attended and graduated from Bryan College. She received many awards and
certifications in the educational field. Shirley was a Teacher’s Aid in the
Chattanooga Public School system, Director of Nutrition for many years at
Avondale SDA school, a private in home and facility caregiver for the elderly,
Hospitality leader at Orchard Park SDA church for many years, among other
duties she thoroughly enjoyed. Shirley had a very caring, nurturing, and giving
spirit, often inviting family, friends and strangers to live, rest, and eat in her
home all while devoting her care to her special needs daughter Carla. One
Sabbath, she fed around 60 people from the organization NAPS, The National
Association for the Prevention of Starvation. This wasn’t part of her day’s plan,
but she readily welcomed them into her home, prayed that God would bless



and stretch the food, and He did! She opened her home to several grandkids,
nieces, nephews among many others. There wasn’t a need that she didn’t try
to fulfill. Shirley was preceded in death by her parents, Garfield Floyd and
Mollie Mae Yates; son, Floyd Malcom Smith; daughter, Carla Dionne Gordon,;
granddaughter, Marie Antionette Ponder; brothers, William (Joyce) Yates,
David Yates, and James (Frankie) Yates; sisters, Alma (Clifford) Sanders, Lois
(William Jr.) Scales, and Allease Yates. She leaves to cherish her memory
sons, Reese Smith Jr. and Michael Smith; daughters, lvy M. Powell, Cheryl
Simpson, Lynn Mears, and Lisa Gordon; brothers, Thomas (Ocie) Yates and
Brennan (Vivian) Yates; sister, Evalyne (Artie) Davis; a host of grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins,
and friends. Shirley will lie-in-state on Friday, November 1, 2024, at 9 a.m.
Funeral service will follow at 11 a.m. in the chapel with Pastor Troy Brand as
the Eulogist. Burial in Lakewood Memory Gardens, East.



Cemetery Details

Lakewood Memory Gardens East

4621 Shallowford Road
Chattanooga, TN 37411

Previous Events
Lie-In-State

NOV 1. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Taylor Funeral Home of Chattanooga, Inc.
3417 Wilcox Boulevard

Chattanooga, TN 37411

(423) 622-8152

https://www.taylorfh.com/

Service

NOV 1. 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Taylor Funeral Home of Chattanooga, Inc
3417 Wilcox Boulevard
Chattanooga, TN 37411


https://www.taylorfh.com/

Tribute Wall

To The Gordon Family we send our
condolences. We are praying for God to send
His Comforter.

|
Elizabeth Hill-Ringer - November 15, 2024 at 12:10 AM

Carolyn Puckett Jones lit a candle in memory
of Shirley Jean Gordon

£

Carolyn Puckett Jones - November 03, 2024 at 11:47 PM

Continued prayers and love for family
members.

|
Diane Winston-Manley - October 31, 2024 at 11:37 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Shirley Jean Gordon.

October 31, 2024 at 11:09 AM



Sweet Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Shirley Jean Gordon.

October 31, 2024 at 11:09 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Shirley Jean Gordon.

October 31, 2024 at 10:13 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Shirley Jean Gordon.

October 31, 2024 at 10:13 AM

Caroline Stolpmann lit a candle in memory of |

Shirley Jean Gordon
AW S

Caroline Stolpmann - October 31, 2024 at 10:08 AM


http://taylor.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1391&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://taylor.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1391&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://taylor.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://taylor.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Shirley Jean Gordon.

October 30, 2024 at 07:26 AM

Marva Taylor lit a candle in memory of Shirley 1
Jean Gordon

Marva Taylor - October 29, 2024 at 06:27 PM

Yvonne Sanders lit a candle in memory of 0
Shirley Jean Gordon

Yvonne Sanders - October 29, 2024 at 03:03 PM

Debra Wheeler lit a candle in memory of 0
Shirley Jean Gordon

Debra Wheeler - October 29, 2024 at 10:30 AM


http://taylor.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://taylor.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Keturah Sawyers lit a candle in memory of I
Shirley Jean Gordon

Keturah Sawyers - October 28, 2024 at 06:39 PM

Sophie R King lit a candle in memory of
Shirley Jean Gordon

W

Sophie R King - October 28, 2024 at 11:24 AM

My deepest condolences to Reese and family sorry to yall loss my
prayers all with yall.

Sophie R King - October 28, 2024 at 11:25 AM



